
GROUNDS/MOVERS   
 GROUNDSKEEPER 

Ref. Code: G-G-10 

 
MAINTAINING EQUIPMENT      
      
Activity  Hazard Identification  Required Precautions  
      
1.  Removing and reinstalling mower blades.  1a. Cuts, severe lacerations from 

blades if mower kicks on.  
1a.  Remove spark plug wire 
before beginning work.  
  

  1b. Deck of riding mower falling 
on worker.  

1b.  Lock brakes and mower 
deck. Put blocks underneath deck. 
  

  1c. Mower dropping from 
hydraulic lift and crushing 
worker.  

1c.  Check for broken hoses and 
leaking fluid. Verify that all locks 
and safety latches are in place.  
  

  1d. Pinches, cuts when removing 
blades using wrench.  

1d.  Use a block so the blade does 
not spin when belt is being 
loosened. Wear gloves. Handle 
blade carefully.  
  

2.  Sharpening blades on mowers using grinder.  2a. Sparks, debris, metal pieces in 
eyes and on skin.  

2a.  Wear gloves and safety 
glasses. Verify that safety shield 
on grinder is in place.  
  

  2b. Electric shock; electrocution.  2b.  Check power cord before 
use. Plug cord into GFCI-
protected outlet. Verify that 
on/off switch is not faulty. Do not 
use power tools if work area is 
wet.  
  

  2c. Cuts and severe lacerations.  2c.  Wear gloves. Handle blades 
carefully.  
  

  2d. Burns.  2d.  Wear gloves. Sharpen one 
end of the blade and let it cool 
down before picking it up to 
sharpen the other end.  
  

3.  Greasing fittings of mowers and checking and 
adding fluids on mowers.  

3a. Dick of riding mower falling 
on worker.  

3a.  Lock brakes and mower 
deck. Put blocks underneath deck. 
  

  3b. Mower dropping from 
hydraulic lift and crushing 
worker.  

3b.  Check for broken hoses and 
leaking fluid. Verify that all locks 
and safety latches are in place.  
  

  3c. Debris in eyes; grease and 
other fluids on self and in eyes.  

3c.  Wear gloves and safety 
glasses.  
  

  3d. Spilling or getting splashed 
with oil, gas, or other fluids.  

3d.  Wear safety glasses. Pour 
slowly to avoid splashing. Do not 
overfill.  
  



 

   

  

4.  Putting push mower in and removing it from 
truck.  

4a. Back strain; overexertion.  4a.  Know your weight lifting 
capacity and get help if needed. 
Lift using leg muscles. Keep 
back straight. Always use two 
people to load and remove 
mower from truck.  
  

  4b. Gas spilling from mower.  4b.  Keep mower upright to 
avoid spilling gas.  
   

  4c. Mower moving in back of 
truck.  

4c.  Secure mower in back of 
truck with rope or bungee cord.  
  

  4d. Cuts and severe lacerations 
from blades and glass.  

4d.  Wear gloves. Handle blades 
and mower carefully.  
  

5.  Sharpening blades using file.  5a. Severe cuts and lacerations.  5a.  Wear gloves. Handle blades 
carefully.  
  

  5b. Debris embedded in eyes.  5b.  Wear safety glasses.  
  
 6.  Greasing shears.  6.  Oil on skin and in eyes.  
6. Wear gloves and safety 
glasses.  
 
  
 7.  Checking and adding oil to vehicles.  7.  Hands smashed by hood of 

vehicle.  7. Make sure hood is up all the 
way and that the vehicle is not in 
the wind.  
 
  

8.  Washing trucks using hoses.  8a. Tripping over hose.  8a.  Keep hose out of work area.  
  

  8b. Spraying coworker with 
hose.  

8b.  Be aware of where your 
coworker is at all times.  
  

  8c. Falling when standing on 
side panel of truck.  

8c.  Make sure your footing is 
secure whenever you are 
standing on the truck. Hold or 
lean on the back of the cab for 
support.  
  

9.  Washing truck using steam cleaner.  9a. Electric shock; electrocution. 9a.  Always use a GFCI-
protected outlet. Check power 
cord for fraying or damage. Do 
not use electrical equipment if 
work area is wet.  
  

  9b. Burns.  9b.  Wear gloves. Stay clear of 
hot nozzle.  
  

  9c. Getting sprayed by coworker 
with water or detergent; skin 
abrasions; burns.  

9c.  Wear safety glasses. Keep a 
safe distance from the hose 
operator at all times.  
  


