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FERTILIZING TREES AND 
SHRUBS 

  

   
Activity Hazard Identification Required Precautions 
   
1.  Driving to and from work 
site. 

1.  Motor vehicle accident; 
striking pedestrians, bicyclists, 
or persons using rollerblades. 

1. Wear prescription lenses, 
if required, and seatbelt. 
Verify that all equipment 
on vehicle is secured 
properly. Stay alert for 
pedestrians, bicyclists, 
and persons using 
rollerblades. 

 
2.  Mixing and applying wet 
fertilizer with hydraulic spray 
unit. 

2a. Chemicals on skin or in 
eyes; inhalation of chemicals. 

2a.  Wear gloves, respirator, 
coveralls, boots, and safety 
glasses. Be familiar with 
guidelines in Material Safety 
Data Sheet (MSDS) for each 
chemical before using it. Mix 
chemicals in well-ventilated 
area out of the wind. Maintain 
control of hydraulic sprayer 
and be aware of where it is 
aimed. Wash thoroughly after 
using chemicals. Use proper 
cleanup procedures. 
 

 2b. Hose leaking or breaking, 
spraying worker with 
chemicals. 

2b.  Inspect hose before use 
and replace if necessary. 
 

3.  Using electric drill to drill 
holes into ground for fertilizer. 

3a. Electric shock; 
electrocution; fire. 

3a.  Inspect power cord before 
use. Keep power cord away 
from work area. Use GFCI 
protectors. Keep generator out 
of water. Keep generator out 
of work area and away from 
pedestrians and shrubs. Do 
not use electric tools if work 
area is wet. 
 

 3b. Tripping over or cutting 
power cord. 

3b.  Keep power cord out of 
work area. 
 

 3c. Severe cuts and 
lacerations; drill bit catching. 

3c.  Keep tools in good 
condition. Inspect tools before 
use. Verify that guards work 
properly. When using tools, 
make sure you have a good 
center of gravity and are 
properly balanced. Hold drill 
securely with two hands to 
maintain control. 
 

 3d. Injury from flying bits of 3d.  Wear safety glasses. 
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debris; debris embedded in 
eyes. 
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4.  Using feed bars to make 
holes in ground. 

4a. Stabbing self in foot. 4a.  Wear safety shoes. Be 
aware of where you are driving 
feed bar to avoid striking foot. 
Keep feet spread apart. 
 

 4b. Hitting self in head. 4b.  Be careful when removing 
feed bar from hole to avoid 
striking self. 
 

 4c. Back strain. 4c.  Do not overexert yourself. 
 

5.  Applying dry fertilizer. 5.  Chemicals on skin or in 
eyes; inhalation of chemicals. 

5. Wear gloves, dust mask, 
and safety glasses. Be 
familiar with guidelines in 
Material Safety Data 
Sheet (MSDS) for each 
chemical before using it. 
Wash thoroughly after 
using chemicals. 

 
 




